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FOREWORD 


The information contained herein is supplemental 
to that of Survey of Physicians in Canada, June 1954, 
end: pelaver chietly Co*pnyercians” in specialist work at 
Let. dates 


The data were obtained from a preliminary tabula- 
VLOon Ob tne records of the Physicians Register of the 
Department of National Health and Welfare after these 
hed been, brought up to date by means of an overall 
Survey. of physietans in Canada conducted by the Depart- 
ment in the spring of 1954, and by information from 
indirect sources. The Survey Nad. whe -supportaof one 
various medical agencies in Canada, particularly the 
Canadian Medical Association and 1'Association des 
Médecins de Lengue Francaise du Caneda, and of pupiic 
Neal Olas C13 a: 


In the 1954 survey, more precise information 
View Wae herevtolore available was obtained on ‘the exact 
Spec aL yADeine. DraCuiecl. «eld Lions type wr work, 
Gigs cv inepuished as.-privave practice .or other specialist 
Work, Was CrogsS=Ciogeen tiled for the farst time with the 
MWidwvLOUal Special eies:. 


The report mas been, prepared in the Biostatis- 
Tics pect1on Of the Research, and otacistics Division 
by Miss B.J. Stewart, under the general direction of 
Mere Gordon, H.. Josie; 


oA tok bA CFs Z Ay gt 
Wa * 6 an 4 : 
“Joseph W. Willard 

p 9 
Director, Research and obavist..ce Diviston. 
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Introduction 


As shown in Survey of Physicians in Canada, June 1954, 


4,550 physicians were in specialist private practice at that 
date (Appendix Eeipeiies ofthat report). Im caddtttion.o1 ,696 
of the 4,334 physicians not in private practice; i.e., 
emproyea by hospitals, meds cal “schools, windustry ,- che various 
LEVELS OF overnuen:, -otles. were: aleo in specialties t work: 


Specialists tan Canada ‘at June 1954 thus’ totalled 
6 246. Their relation to’ the total civilian physician supply 
was as follows: 


Gertifi- Non- Total 
Type of Work Sated(a) Certifi- June 1954 
caved 
Pravecte Practice: 
General 389 62378 6, 76if 
specialist i iw Le nh has) 4550 
Other Medical’ Work: 
Specialist bh BOF 889 1,696 
Other 2c) 2,614 2,638 
Civ itriar Phys cores: 
Total 4595 MORI 7 Ou 
Total in Specialist Work Weise 2,064 6,246 
(a) By the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada. 


(bate Does nob include’ administration: 
(c) ~All are on postgraduate study courses. 


Lhis PI Teeth Comcernie” creel ly tne 6,240 physicians 
who were in specialist work at June 1954, the type of work 
Pa wniein Doe y Were Weve arted Tine Special es tie; were 
DLocCiweine, Lhelry province! Ubetrnbueton and Cerca cavion 
Spondines. “Coniperleor 18° mace withthe Ssituarion an 1949, 
emo. @ tape 16) also “neiudeds snow ner tae Certat pea les Teld 
by the 413 physicians who were certificated but were in 
general Private practice or or poSteraduate: Sludy courses. 


Discussion or Tepies 


Province.) or rerences “in the OLecribuulom ap Jute 
1954 of specialists according’ to broad types" of work are 
shown in Table’ 1°(p.°4,° following).” The highest proportions 
Or Goval* Physte1ane~ engraved in epecialiset work were an- tne 
provinces of New Brunswick, Quebec, Manitoba and British 
Coumiibia. Lia sddation, vive number in specialist work an 
these provinees was either almost equal: to or greater than 
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the number in general private practice, with specialists in 
the province of Quebec greatly outnumbering general practi- 
tioners. In most of the remaining provinces, general 
practitioners were considerably more numerous than, specHalaste. 


Gf he physicians in-private epecialisy» practice, 
SES Gye Oll ts pek-Cenv, were Certificated. by. tne Doves Uo Piece 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, while only 48 per cent 
Or Ghoge in Specialist. work other than priveve OlacUce 
were certificated (Table 2). This lower proportion 
certificated was related particularly to a high degree of 
mon-certificaved specialization reported by physicians in 
mencuak ana tuberculogise hospitals and anetitutions, an 
Duele Tieslth, end 20 imdustrial medicine tor whieh vhe 
Royotstoller] Upee ot erent certificates. For those voto 
privavenpraculec, the degrees. of non-certificaped speesaliza— 
tion was high also for the specialties of pathology and/or 
GecueriCloey. poyorcal Medicine and thoracic surgery. 


ta consicering the data for individual speciatiics, 
it enemle be Kept on mind that each specialist, has.been 
recorded. only once, Bccordineg to the. specific special Gy be- 
ue precriseCseyince, many piysicians hold more: than. one 
Cortugicate. the, voval Showneas certificated for ety one 
specialty Joes Mov Necessarily correspond. exacrly with. the 
humbema tar Canede whe hold thar certificate. 


RIGO. 0 Der Ccens ol physielans LN epectalist wor. 
Were ermvoreu al ene specialities, of general surecery, or 
dncernal Wedieine (Table 3): Those engaced 17 Tieuepe oral = 
QlesnOr Cnacouleria, DSeyChiatry,. Obstetrics. and, eyneecolopy: 
ophthalmology and/or otolaryngology, paediatrics and public 
health accounted for a further 41 per cent of the total. 
Exeept for Prince Edward Isiand and New Brunswick, where 
Stealer ere Orta Oils. Weve engaged in general surcery ind 
Pec ie Me newuerne ws DCO NCL: Variations. 1n.these concent ran 
WhCts Werte wtOpleerlenei ve. 


Tables 4 and 5 show the distribution of certificated 
SCR MoOU cero tAcaled Specialists. Pespectively according ie 
BRCCIlal£y pOrecuLse0 ang. province, Comparieon- of. the two sere 
of dere snows. that the proportions of nmon-certificated 
Seeciai@ets were High tor Quebec and Manitobs., while Ontarie 
and Dritish Columba had relatively high preportacons of 
Certiipcaved specialists. 


Table 6 shows separately the distribution of 
physicians in specaalist private practice according to 
Speeaalty practised and province. The proportion, which 
tieseiphyecacians.tormed.ef Total specialists is eiven Por 
caci specielvy and tor.each province. Except, for Newfound - 
land and Saskatchewan, the per cent in private Bpecdwaiiey 
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practice was fairly stable from province to province. For 
fae tad rvidueal specialties there was, of course, conaider= 
able variation. 


Table 7 compares the data for 1954 with that for 
1949, giving the per cent increase in this five-year period 
Lor each speciality or group of specialties. “Por Canada as 
ariwnole, ghere was 4 31.8 per cent increase in the number of 
specialists between 1949 and 1954, while the total number of 
civilian physicians increased only by 14.9 per cent in the 


Same period. The “wncerease in specialists was made up of a 
24.8 per cent increase for certificated specialists, and a2 
48.7 per cent increase for those non-certificated. In weight 


SLenumpers as Well as of per cent increase, Phe. greater 
ineresase for Nereeertilticated specialists was attributable 
We ie Dela li ler. Olsranaee ice La. “iLerial. Medicine. 
GUPereuloOsis, PSycliacry, vhe Obsrelricse and, @ynaecolory 
Creupr, and Lndustrial medicine. 


As already indicated (p. 1), there were 413 
piyatcians whe held certificates from the’ Royal) College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada but who were not engaged 
Me sveGLalisy Practeice or work. Dhe,distribugion of these 
doctors by province and specialty is shown in Table 8. 
Aimos: half of these physicians were located in Ontario; 
Ci oro Der Cen Or ne loval. nel’ cerviipicaces: an 
eluner eneral surgery or anvernal medicine. 
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